
 
THE SHAKESPEARE SCHOOL, 2017 
General information 

 
 

The Shakespeare School, held in July and August of each year, is a residential one-, two- or three-week exploration of theatre for high 
school students, taught by qualified instructors with a focus on acting, text, voice and movement. The Shakespeare School thrusts 
students into a rigorous schedule of classes, workshops, discussions, rehearsal, and play-going. This program is ideal for any young 
person who has a keen interest in either classical (Shakespeare) or musical theatre. Feedback received from past participants 
includes: 

“I have learned more in that week than I have at any acting program, or play.  
The Shakespeare School has been one of the greatest experiences of my life.” - Student 

 
“You run an outstanding program. Everyone there goes the extra mile. Very much like family.  
Very well run, well organized. Safe. High quality instruction, meaningful help.” - Parent 

 
Three streams are offered: Shakespeare, Musical Theatre, and Theatre Performance Intensive. Qualified instructors lead all sessions, 
with members of the Stratford Festival acting company and coaching staff involved as guest presenters. The students essentially 
become their own acting company, staying together, in residence, to enhance their relationships and intensify their experience. 
Appropriate supervision in residential accommodation is provided and meals, classes, guest workshops and theatre tickets are 
included in the cost of the program. Depending upon the length of the session, students attend between 4 and 10 Stratford Festival 
performances. At the completion of the session, there is a presentation by the students for family and friends. Students also receive a 
certificate, which provides a credential from a respected theatrical institution. 
 

QUEEN’S COMPANY: for Grades 7 & 8* 
Session 1: July 9 - 15 

 
KING’S COMPANY: for Grades 9 –12* 
Shakespeare: 
Session 1: July 9 – 22  
Session 2: July 23 – August 5 
 
Musical Theatre: 
Session 3: August 6 – 19 

 
THEATRE PERFORMANCE INTENSIVE:  
Session 1: July 9 – 28 
Session 2: July 30 – August 18 
This three-week advanced acting program is designed for students in Grades 11* and 12* who intend to pursue acting as a career. Audition 
required. 
 
*Refers to grade level during the 2016-17 school year. 

 
INSTRUCTION 
Classes take place on the top floor of the Stratford Normal School (where the Festival Acting Company rehearses in the spring), 
located on the corner of Queen Street and Water Street (right next to the Festival Theatre). Classes run from 9:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
each day, six days a week, with lunch and nutritional breaks in between. Each session will have one course instructor/director and one 
assistant director for the duration of the program. The weekly itinerary will include rehearsal time with the director while students are 
involved in script and scene work towards a final workshop performance at the end of the program (which is open to family and friends 
to attend). Guest artists, including Festival coaches and Acting Company members, visit to meet participants and/or lead specialty 
workshops for the class; sessions include, but are not limited to: stage combat, movement, voice, and text. Itineraries for Musical 
Theatre students will include more focused training in vocal and instrumental music, dance, and will include workshops on script 
writing, composition, musical theatre performance and choreography. Musical Theatre students will be ultimately responsible for 
creating their own original piece of musical theatre. For more information about the Theatre Performance Intensive please contact the 
Festival’s Education department at: educate@stratfordfestival.ca. 

mailto:educate@stratfordfestival.ca


 
THEATRE ATTENDANCE 
The Shakespeare School will include attendance to productions on the Stratford Festival’s 2017 playbill. Students enjoy top-priced A 
seating to mostly evening performances (and some matinees) of Shakespeare plays (of course!) but also musicals and contemporary 
pieces.  
 
ACCOMMODATION 
Participants will stay in the Stratford Hospital Residence located right next to the Stratford General Hospital. Formerly used as a 
nurse's residence, this dormitory-style accommodation offers double room occupancy and common bath. Each room has a small 
refrigerator, towels and sheets are provided, and laundry facilities are available for use. The residence has a swimming pool where 
students may cool off during free time (parental or guardian permission must be granted). Den parents are hired from university Drama 
in Education programs to supervise the students at the residence, accompany students en route from the residence to classes, and 
chaperone during theatre performances. Accommodation is not optional – students must stay in residence. 
 
MEALS 
All meals are provided. Each morning, breakfast is served by the Stratford General Hospital food service. Lunch and dinner are served 
to all participants in the Normal School meal room. Delicious and nutritious meals are prepared by Fariba Sabet, cook for the 
Shakespeare School (and retired school cook for Nancy Campbell Collegiate Institute - private school). Alternative food options will be 
available to those with special dietary needs.  
 
TRANSPORTATION 
Students of the Shakespeare School will be required to walk to and from class each day (approximately 30 minutes each way, along 
the picturesque Avon River). Cabs will be provided under special circumstances only (e.g. thunderstorm). Transportation to and from 
evening theatre performances will be provided. Please note that students will not be permitted to drive their own cars during the course 
of the program. Transportation to and from Stratford is not included in the cost of the program.  
 
COST 
The cost for the Queen’s Company, which includes all meals and accommodation for the duration of the program, as well as tickets in 
the top-priced section of the theatre to 4 shows, all course instruction and workshops is $1500 CDN ($1650 after February 1st, 2017) 
+tax. The cost for the King’s Company, which includes everything as above as well as tickets to 8 shows, is $2550 CDN ($2750 after 
February 1st, 2017) +tax. The cost for the 3-week Theatre Performance Intensive, which includes everything as above as well as tickets 
to a minimum of 10 shows, is $3400 CDN +tax. Bursary funds are available – please contact us for a bursary application form (to be 
submitted with the application).  
 
PAYMENT, DEPOSIT AND REFUND POLICIES 
Please read the following policies carefully: 
A non-refundable $25 administration fee is due upon application. A non-refundable $150 (Queen’s Company), $250 (King’s Company) 
or $500 (Theatre Performance Intensive) deposit, applied toward tuition, is due upon notification of acceptance, with the balance due 
by June 1st. Tuition, less the deposit, is refundable prior to June 15th. No money is refunded after June 15th. Any enrollments received 
after June 1st are due in full upon notification of acceptance.  
 
APPLICATION PROCESS 
Admission to the program is limited. Application packages, which include a detailed application form with several short- and long-
answer questions as well as recommendation forms, are mailed out and available online starting in September. Applications for the 
Queen’s and King’s Company will be reviewed on a first-come-first-served basis. Acceptance decisions will be communicated to the 
applicant within 30 days of receiving the completed application and recommendation forms. 
Students applying to the Theatre Performance Intensive must submit an audition tape. All applications and supporting materials for the 
Theatre Performance Intensive must be post-marked by March 6, 2017.  

 
The Shakespeare School is truly an exhilarating, demanding and rewarding experience. For more information or to obtain an 
application package please visit: www.stratfordfestival.ca/shakespeareschool or contact: 
 
Katherine Laing, Education Administrative Manager, or Luisa Appolloni, Resident Teaching Artist at educate@stratfordfestival.ca or 
519-271-4040, ext. 2293 or 2354 

http://www.stratfordfestival.ca/shakespeareschool

